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early as 1875 it had cooperated in founding and
maintaining at Paris an International Bureau of
Weights and Measures. In 1886 it joined in an
international agreement for the protection of sub-
marine cables; in 1890, in an agreement for the
suppression of the African slave trade; in 1899, in
an agreement for the regulation of the importation
of spirituous liquors into Africa; in 1902, in a con-
vention of American powers for the Arbitration of
Pecuniary Claims. In 1903 it united with vari-
ous American powers in an International Sanitary
Convention; in 1905 it joined with most countries
of the world in establishing and maintaining an
International Institute of Agriculture at Rome.
It would surprise most Americans to know that
five hundred pages of their collection of Treaties
and Conventions consist of such international un-
dertakings, which amount in fact to a body of
international legislation. It is obvious that the
Government, in interpreting the injunction to
avoid entangling alliances, has not found therein
prohibition against international cooperation.

In 1783 the United States had been a little na-
tion with not sufficient inhabitants to fill up its
million square miles of territory. Even in 1814